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’Get canal off the table’
Coalition assures ’through-Delta’ plan more likely
By Jim Nickles

Record Stc~)" Writer

A lot can be done to improve the Delta and the survival of fish and California water supplies short of
building an around-the-DeLta bypass -- but such a project wil!. remain.a Long-term option, officials of the
CALFED Bay-Delta Program said Monday.

Not surprisingly, those assurances didn’t do much tO placate farmers, other residents and their
representatives at a community forum on Roberts Island, a Delta farming tract that would be bisected by the
canal.

They criticized CALFED for keeping an "isolated facility" -- otherwise known as a Peripheral Canal -- on
the back burner.

"You have to get the canal off the table," Stockton attorney Dante Nomellini said to loud applause by the
standing-room-only crowd at the Roberts Union Farm Center.

And Assemblyman Michael Machad9,
D-Linden, said CALFED needs to quit planning for a canal as though it were the ultimate solution..

"We can’t atlow for anything that leads to an isolated facility takinglglace until we have exhausted all other
alternatives," said Machado, chairman of the Assembly’s Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee.

In their second Stockton-area workshop, CALFED officials said they don’t expect to recommend a canal
when they wrap up work later this year on a 30-year master plan to revive the Delta ecosystem while
meeting the state’s burgeoning water needs.

Instead, they will likely endorse the second ofthree major options that have been under consideration -- a
"through-Delta" alternative that would streamline the t’low of water through the Mokelumne River and
other existing channels while launching a host of levee and habitat improvements.

But a canal could still be built after seven to 10 years it" water quality and fish populations haven’t improved
significant/y-~.CALFED Executive Director. Lester Snow said.

But Nomellini, a spokesman for the Central Delta Water Agency, said the bypass would be "an illegal
option" because it would go against state laws designed to protect the Delta.

He said Southern California and other areas need to develop other water sources and quit relying on the
Delta.

"We can’t sustain the development of the deserts of Southern California on Northern California water," he
said.
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CALFED, it coz~litiou or’ state a~d federal agencies, wits created in 1994 to crat’t a way to restore tile West
Coast’s largest Freshwater estuary while settling California’s e~dless struggles over water.

Since then, CALFED has spent millions -- an estimated ..’584 millio~l in federal funds this year alone on
h~tbitat improvements, studies and countless meetings.

[r~ blarch, CALFED released an environmental assessment of the three main alternatives, which range from
keeping the Delta’s present waterways largely intact to it canal around the eastern edge to carry Sitcramento
River water to the state and federal export pumps near Tracy.

While they plan tO rebuild the Delta’s historic wetlands and riverside forests, officials told a largely
pro-farm attdience that they want to do it in a way that preserves the region’s agricultural economy.

But Delta residents said t~ey still feel as though they are being called upon to solve the rest of the state’s
problems.

"We need an Alternative 4 on the table --and that’s do not.h[ng," Stockton resident Julian Bava said.

CALFED officials said they plan to conduct at least one more meeting in Stockton, probably in September,
to gather public input.
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